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SEE YOU IN MISSOURI ..•.. In just a few days (October 6th - 9th) we'll be seeing
many of you at MARK TWAIN CAVE and CAMERON CAVE in Hannibal,
Missouri for our Annual National Caves Association Convention,
and at MERAMEC CAVERNS in Stanton, Missouri, for the Post Convention
Bash.
A couple of reminders:
Please be sure to return your 1986 Membership
Survey - we need them even if you can't be at the Convention.
Also,
don't forget the tgood seller' or unique item from your gift
shop for the door prize drawing.
NEW RCA MEMBERS ...We are pleased

to welcome

three new members

to the NCA:

ALABASTER CAVERNS, Rt. 1, Box 98, Freedom, Oklahoma 73842,
phone: 405-621-3381.
Chuck Orefice is Superintendent
of the
State Park and is looking forward to active NCA participation.
This Category A cave is open year round from 8 to 5 (4 in the
off-season) for an hour long tour.
There's also a small campground
for both RV's and tent camping.
COSMIC CAVERNS, Rt. 4, Box 168, Berryville, Arkansas 72616,
phone: 501-749-2298.
Many of you already know owner-manager
Randy Langover.
Orginally developed in 1925, the present operation
was begun in the mid 70's.
Above ground, this Category A cave
also features a small animal petting zoo (a reptile exhibit
has been discontinued).
ENDLESS CAVERNS, P. O. Box 859, New Market, Virginia 22844,
phone: 703-740-3993.
llSonny" and Martha Berdeaux, owners, with
their sons, Wade and Gary, have devoted the past two years to
restoration and repairs to this historic and well known Shenandoah
Valley cave.
The campground includes 100 wooded sites, bathhouse
with hot showers, hookups, and playground.
Plans are being
made to re-light the 500 It ENDLESS CAVERNS sign on the slope
of Massanutten Mountain.
The letters on the sign are 35 ft.
high and may be seen for many miles - the largest sign in the
Eastern United States.
CAVES

FOR SALE .•.•On October 1st, Muriel Schmidt will be offering her ONYX CAVE
and the extensive developed surrounding property for sale.
She
plans to continue her coonskin cap buriness, and will probably
move the museum.
For details and information, contact Muriel
at ONYX CAVE PARK, Rt. 1, Box 788, Eureka Springs, Arkansas 72632,
or call 501-253-9321.
WONDER CAVE, at Pelham, Tennessee, will be offered at public
sale within the next several weeks.
For information about the
cave and property, and details of the sale, contact owner Bill
Hudlow, P. O. Box 11208, Chattanooga, TN 37401, or call 800-251-6210
from outside Tennessee, in Tennessee call 615-267-5611.

BILLBOARD

ECONOMIC

LEGISLATION ..•.• As you see from the enclosed letter from NCA Legislative
Chairman Tom Gibson, Congress is threatening our billboards
again.
Senate Bill 205 is due to come up for a vote in the
next few days.
IHPACT ...MAY 1986 The month was spotty.
Seven Category A's had increases
averaging 15.49% (the range was from 2.0% to 41.20%) and five
reported decreases averaging 9.92%.
In Category B, eight reported
increases averaging 18.12% (range 2% to 66.6%), three reported
decreases averaging 9.14%, and two reported breakevens.
For
Category C, five increases averaged 5.10%, and four had decreases
averaging 6.44%
JUNE 1986
Seven Category A's had increases ranging from 10%
to 2.2% for an average of 5.54%, six A's had decreases averaging
14.04%, and one broke even.
For Category B - seven increases
at an 11.23% average, nine with decreases averaging 8.23%, and
one break even.
I'n Category C the trend continued - more decreases
than increases.
Four increases for an average of 5.18%, and seven
decreases for a 6.88% average.
For the second straight month,
reports have
mentioned traffic was down because admissions
had to be increased because of sharply increased insurance costs.
Early July reports

PICTURES

indicated

the downward

trend was continuing.

Thanks for the slides and B & Wls we've received from some of
you - weld like some from the rest of our members.
We especially
want shots of people visiting and enjoying your attraction.

IN PRINT •..•.••.•. A picture and article
Southern Living.

about

LOST SEA appeared

in the August

BLANCHARD SPRINGS CAVERNS was included in a vacation
for Good Morninq America featuring the Ozarks.

series

Natural History, a nationally distributed magazine published
by the American Museum nf Natural History in New York, had a
nice writeup about BLANCHARD SPRINGS CAVERNS.
We've received lots of response to a mention of our CAVES AND
CAVERNS directory brochure in the August 10th Long Island, NY,
Sunday Newsday travel section.
The first annual Sequoyah Arts Fair at SEQUOYAH
13th & 14th received excellent media coverage.

CAVERNS

September

FANTASTIC CAVERNS was recognized by the American Cave Conservation
Association for their research work to help protect the Ozark
Blind Cavefish.
American
FIX UP

WE'LL

Caves

had a long article

and pictures

about

MOTLOW

Denise Bell says the painting, changing, and rearranging
did in their SENECA CAVERNS gift shop not only increased
but also increased management and employee enthusiasm.
SEE YOO IN HISSOURI ••••WE.LL

SEE YOO IN BANNIBAL ••••WE.LL

CAVE.

they
business,

SEE YOU IN STANTON

